Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
March 2013 Newsletter #29

www.torontopflag.org

TORONTO PFLAG VISION

office@pflagtoronto.org

Next Support Meeting

Toronto PFLAG is a charitable organization
that speaks for a more accepting Canadian
society by providing support, education and
resources to all people who wish to grow in
their understanding of sexual and gender
diversity.
Toronto PFLAG actively assists in the
recognition and growth of gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender, transsexual, two-spirit,
intersex, queer and questioning persons, and
their families and friends, within their diverse
cultures and societies.

Wednesday
April 3, 2013
7:30 p.m.
Kimbourne Park
United Church
200 Wolverleigh Blvd.,
Toronto, ON M4C 1S2

THANK YOU
Toronto PFLAG wants to offer a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to the wonderful people who have recently
made a donation to Toronto PFLAG. Your donations are allowing us to continue offering our 24/7
Telephone Support Line, our Monthly Support Meetings and our ongoing outreach and community
support.
If you would like to help, you can make a donation through the secure servers at CanadaHelps.org
(charitable donation receipts are issued automatically), and if you wish you can specify that your
donation remain anonymous, or you can choose to honour someone or a special occasion.
Or you may send a cheque to
Toronto PFLAG, 200 Wolverleigh Blvd., Toronto, ON, M4C 1S2.
(charitable donation receipts will be issued for amounts of $20+)
DONATE NOW
http://www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?CharityID=s70090
Charitable Registration BN: 891493348RR0001

A message from your President
March 30, 2013
Good News – Exciting Times
This month the President’s message is going to be short and sweet as
there is much to say about Toronto PFLAG’s April 15 th Ally Award Gala
Reception at the Ed Mirvish Theatre.
Some Toronto PFLAG highlights during March, included speaking to the
congregation at Applewood United Church on Sunday, March 10th.
Applewood United is going through the process of becoming an Affirming
Congregation and Toronto PFLAG was happy to be asked to travel a
small part of their journey with them.
Two Toronto PFLAG moms also had the privilege of speaking in two
TDSB elementary schools, on March 27th to Grade 6 students, and
March 28th to students in Grades 2, 3, 4 and 5. Administration and staff
in both schools were wonderfully supportive, and the children listened,
commented and asked questions, and were very keen to know how our
gay ‘kids’ were doing today.
I have commented before that often when we complete a high school
presentation or speak in a business setting, some individuals will stay
behind and ‘connect’ with us to share something about their lives or the
lives of family members or friends.
I was so touched that this also happened in both elementary schools,
and it reinforced in my mind that elementary school students are the
ones we should be talking to about diversity; about treating everyone
with respect; and about homophobic bullying. Elementary students know
what we are talking about. They are aware of the fact that some of their
classmates are being treated differently and are still open to suggestions
as to how they can change their attitudes and behaviours to ensure
everyone in their classroom feels accepted.
I really do love my life – and my job, albeit one with no pay and no set
hours. Volunteering with Toronto PFLAG and sharing the load with so
many other wonderful volunteers truly makes me happy.
On April 15th, we will get an opportunity to enjoy a wonderful, celebratory
evening at the Ed Mirvish Theatre. Please note:
1. This year guests enter at 263 Yonge Street.
2. For Wheelchair access - email office@pflagtoronto.org
3. ASL interpreting services will be provided.
Together we will honour Allies who have served our community by their
caring and commitment to ensuring others’ rights, and by being positive
role models.
I want to thank Mr. Brian Burke, last year’s recipient of Toronto PFLAG’s
Ally Award who has continued to be an ally. Unable to attend our May
2012 Ceremony at City Hall to recognize the International Day Against
Homophobia and Transphobia, Brian sent his message of support to be
read by our e-newsletter Editor and PFLAG Dad Jim Callaghan. Brian
and his son Patrick of ‘You Can Play’ both marched with us in 2012’s
Pride Parade! Families helping families… that’s PFLAG!

And now to speak about this year’s honorees. I am so excited that the
four Allies receiving our Award will attend our event where you will have
the opportunity to not only hear them speak, but the added opportunity to
let them know how much you appreciate what they have done for
families like ours.
We honour the three MPPs who through their collaborative efforts
ensured all-party support and passage of TOBY’S ACT, prohibiting
discrimination based on gender identity and expression; Dr. Cheri
diNovo, Ms. Christine Elliott, and Hon. Yasir Naqvi.
Also being honoured is multiple Emmy and Golden Globe winner Ms.
Sharon Gless for her tireless contributions to the LGBTQ community,
both off-screen and on- screen including her groundbreaking role as a
PFLAG Mom on Queer as Folk, where she portrayed Debbie Novotny, a
mother who loved and was proud of her son, and made sure everyone
knew it!
Acknowledging all four individuals as positive role models and allies,
Toronto PFLAG is proud to turn the spotlight on them at our April 15th
event, and I hope you will be there to join us.
Speaking at our event are our special guest speakers Hon. Kathleen
Wynne, Premier of Ontario, and Toronto Police Chief, Bill Blair.
Entertainment will include the wonderful music of Dora award winner
John Alcorn, and performances by members of the cast of The Wizard of
Oz, including Lisa Horner, the Wicked Witch of the West.
There will be lots of exciting moments including a special Guest
appearance by multiple Emmy award winner Rosie O’Donnell!
Adding to the party spirit of the Event is our emcee, a Toronto PFLAG
ally himself, the incomparable Mike Chalut of the Mike Chalut Show.
As well as all this wonderful talent and entertainment guests will enjoy
delicious hot and cold hors d’oeuvres from Absolutely Famished, and
enjoy complimentary drinks provided by Barefoot Wine & Bubbly, Steam
Whistle Brewery, and PepsiCo Beverages.
This is Toronto PFLAG’s major fundraiser of the year, and there will be a
Raffle table loaded with goodies you will want to win – so come feeling
lucky and prepared to buy Raffle tickets and you could be taking home
one of the wonderful prizes listed in the newsletter. In case you are not
lucky enough to win a Raffle Prize – there will be a ‘loot bag’ for every
guest – so don’t leave without yours!
Pictures of last year’s event are on our website, and you can see how
much fun it was for everyone! If you missed last year’s event, you do not
want to miss this one! It will be a night to remember!
Tickets can be purchased online at www.torontopflag.org/gala or email
office@pflagtoronto.org or come to our Support Meeting on Wednesday
April 3rd and buy your tickets there.
Excitedly yours,
Irene

Toronto PFLAG 2013 Ally Gala Awards

RAFFLE PRIZE DONORS:
You won’t want to miss this chance to take home a fantastic
prize from one of our generous donors! Raffle tickets will be
available at the event (cash only please).
PF Chang’s China Bistro
Old Navy
Inside Out Film Festival
Kathleen O’Malley Greer (artist)
Sue Ennis (artist)
Jill Klaehn (artist)
Speakeasy Tattoo
Home Depot
Dragonfly Girls Jewelry

GIFT BAG DONORS:
This year’s Award Reception is Toronto PFLAG’s biggest
fundraiser of the year. It is also our opportunity to bring
together members of Toronto’s LGBTTQQI2S community,
families, friends and supporters to celebrate four exceptional
Allies of our community.
Events like this do not happen without the support of others, and
Toronto PFLAG would like to acknowledge the generous support
th
of all who are contributing to help make our April 15 event a
huge success including
EVENT SPONSORS:

Everyone who attends the event will receive a “swag bag” of fun
items from these great donors:
BMO Financial Group
Toronto Police Services
Tabasco
McDonald’s McCafe
Otis Spunkmeyer
Fit Organix
Nestle
And more!

